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Dear Jesus,

I confess I am a sinner.
I believe that Your death on the cross 

paid the price for all of my sins.

Thank You for dying for me.
I want to give You my life,

 and receive the free gift of salvation 
that You have provided for me. 

Forgive me, Jesus,
Be my Lord and Savior.

 Come into my life right now,
And ýll me with the Holy Spirit.
Make me a brand new creation.

Amen
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Welcome to the Family of God
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new. 
– 2 Corinthians 5:17

Your decision to follow Jesus Christ is, without a doubt, the single most 
important decision that you will ever make. It is a decision with eternal 
signiýcance. You have entered into a brand new relationship with your Creator. 
And no matter where you were in your life before coming to the Lord, you now 
have the promise of a new life in Him. 

Indeed, the Christian life is a wonderful adventure. As you get to know God 
better, you will begin to discover the personal plan He has for your life. That’s 
why we developed this study guide. Our prayer is that it will help you to grow 
in your devotion to the Lord, and give you some practical guidelines as you take 
those ýrst steps in your new walk of faith. 

The Apostle Paul said, “As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, 
so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith ...ò 
(Colossians 2:6-7).

May you walk each day in the simplicity of Christ, and become ýrmly 
established in the new faith that you have professed.

In Him,

Lloyd Pulley
Senior Pastor
Calvary Chapel Old Bridge
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Chapter 1

The Word of God (Part One)
Introduction to the Bible
Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your law. 
– Psalm 119:18

These Bible studies were designed to help new believers embark upon the “First 
Steps” of their walk with the Lord. Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” 
As we read God’s Word we learn about Him and begin to understand what His 
desires are for our lives. Discovering biblical truths and applying them to our 
daily lives is how we grow spiritually.

Here at Calvary Chapel the main emphasis of ministry is the teaching of God’s 
Word. Therefore, this ýrst chapter serves as an introduction to the pages of 
Scripture that will help you become familiar with the Bible and how it’s laid out. 

As you begin, plan to set a certain amount of time aside each day so that you 
won’t be rushed or distracted. You will need to have your Bible and a pen on 
hand to be able to reþect upon and answer the questions in this study guide. 
Before you start each day, take a moment to pray and ask the Lord to give you 
understanding of His Word. Then, proceed at your own pace, asking the Lord to 
teach you and to reveal Himself to you in a deeper way.

The Bible:
¶ Is comprised of sixty-six individual writings or books (thirty-nine 

in the Old Testament and twenty-seven in the New Testament)
¶ Was written over a period of about 1400-1800 years
¶ Was originally penned in three different languages (Hebrew, 

Aramaic, and Greek)
¶ Was written by more than thirty people including a tax collector, 

a herdsman, a doctor, a ýsherman, a philosopher, a preacher, a 
statesman, a king, a rabbi, and a number of prophets

6                First Steps with Jesus

SG - 8.indd   6 3/17/2006   4:02:09 PM



However, despite such a wide diversity, the Bible has one predominant theme: 
God’s plan of salvation through Jesus Christ. This is because the Bible has one 
Author—the Holy Spirit. He inspired the writing of every word, “for prophecy 
never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).

As you read the Bible, you will see that each book is broken down into chapters 
and verses. As you go through these Bible studies, you will be asked to look up 
particular passages. For instance, 2 Peter 1:21 (which you just read) is found in 
the book of 2 Peter, chapter one, verse twenty-one.  

Many different English translations of the Bible exist. In preparing this study we 
used the New King James Version (NKJV). If you are using a different version 
of the Bible thatôs okay, but since some of the questions direct you to ýll in 
speciýc words you may want to have a NKJV available in order to answer those 
questions. If you do not have one, one can be provided to you by contacting the 
church’s new believer’s ministry. 

The Table of Contents
In the front of your Bible you will ýnd a Table of Contents. Referencing the 
Table of Contents will help you navigate through the Bible until you become 
more familiar with its layout. Reviewing the way the Bible is organized will 
help familiarize you with the names and locations of the books. Open your Bible 
to the Table of Contents to follow along.

You will notice there are two main divisions, the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. The Old Testament is larger. It contains thirty-nine books covering 
the time period from creation to four hundred years before the birth of Christ. 
The New Testament contains the remaining twenty-seven books, and covers the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as well as the establishment of the 
Christian church.

Old Testament
The books in the Old Testament are not arranged in chronological order. 
However, they are grouped into four main categories:

¶ The Law
¶ History

¶ Poetry
¶ Prophecy
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The Law
The ýrst ýve books of the Old Testament are referred to as the Law of Moses.  
Among other things, these ýve books contain the Ten Commandments and the 
establishment of the religious feasts that the nation of Israel observes throughout 
the year. This section also contains the design of the tabernacle, where God met 
with His ancient people. Write the names of the ýrst ýve books of the Bible 
below, as they are listed in the Table of Contents:

1) Genesis                                 

2) _______________________

3) _______________________

4) _______________________

5) _______________________

History
The next twelve books of the Old Testament cover the history of God’s dealings 
with the nation of Israel, beginning with the time they entered into the Promised 
Land. Write the next twelve books below:

1) Joshua                                   

2) _______________________

3) _______________________

4) _______________________

5) _______________________

6) _______________________

7)   ______________________

8)   ______________________

9)   ______________________

10) ______________________

11) ______________________

12) ______________________

Poetry
Nearly one-third of the Old Testament falls within the section of poetic writing. 
It contains some of the deepest wisdom in all the Scriptures. Write the names of 
the next ýve books below:

4) _______________________

5) _______________________

1) Job                                        

2) _______________________

3) _______________________
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10) ______________________

11) ______________________

12) ______________________

13) ______________________

14) ______________________

15) ______________________

16) ______________________

17) ______________________

Write the names of the Old Testament prophetic books below:

Prophecy
The last seventeen books of the Old Testament, spanning from Isaiah to Malachi, 
were written by the prophets of Israel. God raised up Old Testament prophets 
and sent them to deliver His messages. In those days people did not have the 
Bible as we have it today. Instead, God spoke to His people through messengers 
or prophets. 

Other books of the Bible also contain prophetic passages, but these books 
written by the prophets consist mainly of prophetic messages. Some of the 
prophecies are yet to be fulýlled. 

Included among the prophecies of the Old Testament are over 300 passages 
relating to the coming of the Jewish Messiah. All of these Messianic prophecies 
were fulýlled in the life of Christ. 

1) Isaiah                                    

2) _______________________

3) _______________________

4) _______________________

5) _______________________

6) _______________________

7) _______________________

8) _______________________

9) _______________________
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4) _______________________

5) _______________________

Letters
The letters in the New Testament contain most of the doctrines of the Christian 
faith. The ýrst thirteen letters (or epistles) were written by one manðthe 
Apostle Paul. He wrote these letters mainly to churches that he founded, helped 
to establish, or wanted to encourage. The rest were personal letters that were 
written to individuals. Write the names of these letters below:

1) Romans_________________

2) _______________________

3) _______________________

4) _______________________

5) _______________________

6) _______________________

7) _______________________

8) _______________________

9) _______________________

10) ______________________

11) ______________________

12) ______________________

13) ______________________

New Testament  
There are twenty-seven books in the New Testament. They clearly reveal that 
Jesus Christ is the promised Jewish Messiah, and they give us a record of 
the establishment of the Christian church. Like the Old Testament, the New 
Testament books are not arranged in chronological order. Instead, they are 
grouped into three categories:

¶ History
¶ Letters
¶ Prophecy

History
The ýrst four books are known as the gospels and are the historical accounts of 
the life of Jesus Christ. The ýfth book in this category is the Book of Acts, which 
contains the history of the early Christian church. 

Write the names of the ýrst ýve books of the New Testament below:

1) Matthew________________

2) _______________________

3) _______________________
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The remaining eight letters in this category were written by a number of leaders 
in the early church. 

Write the names of these letters below:

1) Hebrews________________

2) _______________________

3) _______________________

4) _______________________

Prophecy
Like the Old Testament, prophetic passages can be found throughout the 
writings of the New Testament. However, there is one prophetic book. It was 
written by the Apostle John, and it concludes the New Testament.

Write the name of this book:  _______________________

The Word of God is powerful, giving life to those who read it. 

God did not write a book and send it by messenger to be read at a 
distance by unaided minds. He spoke a book and lives in his spoken 
words, constantly speaking his words and causing the power of them 
to persist across the years.�  –A.W. Tozer

As you close this time, pray and ask the Lord to help you to get to know Him 
better as you spend time in His Word.

�  Tozer, A.W., The Pursuit of God, Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, Inc., 1982.

5) _______________________

6) _______________________

7) _______________________

8) _______________________
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Chapter 2

The Word of God (Part Two)
Studying the Scriptures
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is proýtable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
– 2 Timothy 3:16-17

Now that you have become somewhat familiar with the layout of the Bible, it is 
time to begin exploring the wonders of God’s Word for yourself.

1) Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (above) and answer the following questions.

a) Who inspired the Scriptures? 

_______________________________________________________

b) What will the Word of God equip you to do?

_______________________________________________________

It is through His Word that God wants to thoroughly equip us to do His 
work in our world today. Ask the Lord to begin to equip you and show 
you how He desires to use your life.

2) Write out the ýrst part of 2 Timothy 3:16 below. 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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3) The phrase ñinspiration of Godò could also be translated ñGod-breathed.ò  
So you could read the verse above as, ñAll Scripture is God-breathed.ò It’s 
interesting to note what else can be learned about the breath of God from  
the Scriptures. 

a) Read Genesis 2:7. What did God breathe into the nostrils of man?

_______________________________________________________ 

b) Read Psalm 33:6. How were the heavens made?

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

4) From these two verses what do you learn about the Word of God and the 
breath of God?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

5) Look up the following verses and ýll in the blanks.

a) Hebrews 4:12
	

For the ________ of ______ is ___________  and _____________, and 
sharper then any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul 
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.   

b) 1 Peter 1:23	

Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through 
the ________ of ______ which __________ and abides forever ...

c) 1 Peter 1:25	

But the ________ of the _______   ___________   forever.
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d) Summarize what you have learned about the Word of God from these three 
passages.

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

6) Referring back to 2 Timothy 3:16-17, list the four beneýts that the Word of 
God brings into your life. Next, write down what you think each of these 
things means and how it helps you in your Christian life. 

a) ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
	

b) ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
	

c) ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
	

d) ____________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________

¶ Doctrine is teaching or instruction in God’s truths  
¶ Reproof is conviction (beyond dispute) of sin in your life 
¶ Correction refers to setting something straight
¶ Instruction in righteousness refers to the process of training

7) Read Psalm 19:7-8. What four things does the Word of God do?

a) _______________________________________________________
b) _______________________________________________________
c) _______________________________________________________
d) _______________________________________________________

14                First Steps with Jesus

SG - 8.indd   14 3/17/2006   4:02:09 PM



God’s Word
The Bible is God’s personal letter to each of us. It’s more than just words on 
a page. It is God speaking to you as a loving father would speak to his own 
child. God’s Word is living, powerful, and enduring forever, useful for teaching, 
correcting, and training, perfect, sure, and pure. The Word of God is relevant in 
our life today. 

In closing, reþect on some thoughts from A.W. Tozer:

Approach our Bible with the idea that it is not only a book which was 
once spoken, but a book which is now speaking…God’s speaking is in 
the continuous present…a word once spoken continues to be spoken, 
as a child once born continues to be alive, or a world once created 
continues to exist. And those are but imperfect illustrations, for children 
die and worlds burn out, but the word of our God endureth forever.�

Record your own thoughts below on what the Word of God means to 
you, personally:

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Close this time in prayer, asking the Lord to help you to continue to understand 
and grow in the knowledge of His Word.

For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray 
for you, and to ask that you may be ýlled with the knowledge of His will in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing 
in the knowledge of God...   – Colossians 1:9-10

�  Tozer, A.W. The Pursuit of God. Camp Hill, PA: Christian Publications, 1964, p. 10.
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Chapter 3

The Gospel of Jesus Christ
The Good News
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
– John 3:16

With these words, Jesus clearly communicates to us:
1) The heart of the Father:  God so loved the world…
2) The plan of the Father:  He gave His only begotten Soné
3) The will of the Father:  Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

everlasting life.

In this study we will learn about the gospel (or good news) of Jesus Christ. We 
will take a look at this familiar verse and others that tell the story of God’s love 
for the world, and the simplicity of salvation through faith. 

All Christians should commit John 3:16 to memory. It describes the greatest 
demonstration of love the world will ever see.  

One person put it this way:

God:	
So loved:	
The world:	
That He gave:	
His only begotten Son: 	
That whosoever: 	
Believes: 	
In Him: 	
Should not perish: 	
But: 	  
Have:	
Everlasting life:

The greatest lover
The greatest degree of love ever shown
The greatest number of people loved at one time
The greatest act of love
The greatest gift that love has ever given
The greatest invitation that love has ever made
The greatest simplicity for receiving love
The greatest person for love to respond to
The greatest deliverance of love
The greatest difference love can make
The greatest certainty
The greatest possession of love
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Part One:  The Heart of the Father
God so loved the world…

Jesus made this statement while talking to a pharisee by the name of Nicodemus 
who had come to see Him one night.

1) Read John 3:3. Before Nicodemus could even ask Jesus a question, we are 
told that Jesus ñanswersò him. Write out what Jesus said below:

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

2) The most important thing that Nicodemus needed to know was how to be 
born again. What was Nicodemus’ response? (John 3:4)

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

3) Read John 3:5-15. In your own words, what did Jesus tell Him?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Jesus told Nicodemus that He came down from heaven, and then He 
reminded him of something that happened to the nation of Israel that 
Nicodemus would have been very familiar with—the story of Moses 
lifting up the serpent in the wilderness.  

4) Read Numbers 21:4-9. What instruction was given to the people in order that 
they would not die from a serpent’s bite?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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5) How did Jesus compare this story to the cross?  (John 3:14-15)

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Jesus used this story as a foreshadowing of His own cruciýxion. He 
gave Nicodemus a picture of the simplicity of the gospel. What could 
be easier than just looking? This is a beautiful picture for us as well. As 
many as looked at that serpent were saved. Similarly, all who look to 
Jesus will be saved. “Whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16).

6) Read Romans 5:6-8. How does this Scripture help you understand the depth 
of Christ’s love for you?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Part Two:  The Plan of the Father
He gave His only begotten Soné

God’s plan of salvation is born of His love for the people He has created.

1) Read Psalm 14:2-3 and Romans 3:23. What is said in these passages about 
man’s condition?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

2) Write out Romans 5:8 below. 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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3) Read 1 Peter 1:3-4. These verses say you have received something. What 
have you received? 

_________________________________________________________

4) What do you need to do in order to receive an inheritance?

_________________________________________________________

5) Read Romans 6:23. An inheritance isn’t something that you have earned, or 
even that you deserve. An inheritance is a gift. In your own words, brieþy 
describe the inheritance that you have received in Christ.	

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

	
6) In Romans 3:23 you learned that “all have sinned and fall short of the 
    glory of God.ò  

 
 Some other Scriptures that talk about the glory of God are: 

¶ Psalm 19:1 which says, “The heavens declare the glory of Godò
¶ Isaiah 6:3 says that, “the whole earth is full of His gloryò 
¶ John 1:14 says that in Jesus Christ ñwe beheld [Godôs] gloryò

 

 Read John 17:10, and write down in whom Jesus says He is gloriýed.  

_________________________________________________________

Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
should be called children of God.  – 1 John 3:1		
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Part Three:  The Will of the Father
éwhoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

1) Read Romans 10:9. What two things do you need to do according to this 
verse to be saved?

a) _______________________________________________________
b) _______________________________________________________

2) Read Romans 10:13. In this verse, who is salvation available to?

_________________________________________________________

3) Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. In this passage we have a clear presentation of 
the gospel message. Answer the following questions:

a) How are we saved? 

	 _____________________________________________________

b) Why did Christ die? 

	 _____________________________________________________
	
c) When did He rise again? 

_____________________________________________________

d) What was this all according to? Why is this important?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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e) In your own words, brieþy write down what you know about the gospel 
of Jesus Christ in the space below:

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

4) Write out Mark 16:15 below. What are we called to do?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Take a moment to thank God for the person (or persons) He sent into your life 
to share the gospel with you. Pray that He will give you opportunities to share 
with someone else who needs to know about the inheritance that is theirs in 
Jesus Christ.
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Chapter 4

Who is Jesus? 
What the Bible Tells Us
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is 
above every name...
– Philippians 2:9

In the previous studies you learned some exciting things about God’s Word and 
the gospel. This next study will focus on Jesus Christ and what the Bible teaches 
us about Him. No name in all of history stirs up more emotion or arguments then 
the name of Jesus Christ. It seems everyone has his or her own opinion of who 
He is. Even some Christians have false ideas about Jesus. In this study you will 
get a glimpse of Him from several different perspectives, all found in the pages 
of Scripture. You will see:
	

¶ What an Old Testament prophet said about Jesus
¶ What God the Father said about Jesus
¶ What Jesus said about Himself
¶ What those who encountered Jesus said about Him

Part One:  What an Old Testament Prophet said about Jesus
As we learned in our ýrst study on the Word of God, prophets delivered Godôs 
messages to His people during Old Testament times. The prophet Isaiah wrote 
one of the prophetic books contained in the Old Testament. Let’s see what he 
said about Jesus.

1) Read Isaiah 9:6. This passage foretold the birth of Jesus Christ. In it, ýve 
names are given to describe Him. List them below: 

	 a) _____________________________________________________
	 b) _____________________________________________________
	 c) _____________________________________________________
	 d) _____________________________________________________
	 e) _____________________________________________________
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2) Reþect on these different titles, and write down what they tell you about 
Jesus’ character and how that affects you personally.

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

	
Part Two:  What God the Father said about Jesus 
1) Read Matthew 3:16-17. What was heard from heaven? Whose voice 
     was heard?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

	
2) Read Matthew 17:5-6. What was said that day? Who was speaking? 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

3) What two words did God use to describe His relationship with Jesus in both
     Scripture references? 

___________________________________________________

4) What else does God say about Jesus in both of these Scriptures?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

5) Read Matthew 1:20-23. 

a) Write out verse 21. 
    _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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b) The name Jesus is actually a Greek translation of the Hebrew name
     Yeshua (Joshua), which means “God is salvation.”  Now, underline the
     words in verse 21 that describe the meaning of Jesus’ name.

c)  According to verse 23, what shall the Son’s name be called, and what
     does His name mean?

  _____________________________________________________
  _____________________________________________________

In summary, God the Father declares that Jesus is: 

¶ His Beloved Son 
¶ Immanuel (God with us)
¶ The One who will save us from our sin  

Part Three:  What Jesus said about Himself 
1) Read Exodus 3:13-14. In answer to Mosesô question, what name did God give
     him to use? 

_________________________________________________________

2) Read John 8:58. What two words does Jesus use to describe Himself? 

	 _________________________________________________________

3)	 By using the same name (I AM), who was Jesus claiming to be in John 8:58?	
	
	 _________________________________________________________

4)	 In John 8:59, how did the Jews respond when He used this name? Why do 
     you think they reacted that way? 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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5)	In the Gospel of John, Jesus makes seven ñI AMò statements. The ýrst part of 
each statement is the “I AM” part, revealing an aspect of His divine character. 
The second part of each statement is the beneýt (or promise) received by all 
those who respond to Him. 

Read each of these verses, and write out Jesus’ “I AM” statement. Then 
write out what He promises to those who respond to Him.  

	
Example: 
a) John 6:35 

I am:  the bread of life					       
	 He who comes to me shall never hunger                                      

b) John 8:12 

I am:  						                      
	                                                                                                       

c) John 10:7-9 

I am:  							     
	 							     

d) John 10:11 

I am:  							     
	 							     

e) John 11:25 

I am:  							     
	 							     

f) John 14:6 

I am:  							     
	 							     

Who is Jesus?                   25

SG - 8.indd   25 3/17/2006   4:02:10 PM



g) John 15:5 

I am:  							     
	 							     

6) Which of these “I AM” statements has the most meaning for you today, 
    and why? 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

7) Read John 10:30-33. Who does Jesus claim to be and what response does He
     receive from the Jews? Why? 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Part Four:  What those who knew Jesus said about Him
Lots of people have their own opinion about who Jesus is. It was the same 
in the New Testament days. Let’s look at some things that those who actually 
met Jesus said about Him.

1) Read John 1:29-34. Who does John the Baptist say Jesus is (in verses 29 
    and 34)?

v 29 ___________________________________________________
v 34 ___________________________________________________

2) Read John 11:20-27. Who does Martha say Jesus is?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

3) Read John 20:28. Who does Thomas (the doubter) say that Jesus is?	  

_________________________________________________________
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4) Read John 6:68-69. Who does Simon Peter say that Jesus is?  

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

5) All of these people had a close relationship with Jesus. Because of that 
intimacy, they knew Him very well. They knew He was God.  
 
The more intimate time that you spend with Jesus in His Word and in prayer, 
the more you, too, will know Him. The question Jesus asked His disciples in 
Matthew 16:15 is one each of us needs to ask. ñHe said to them, óBut who do 
you say that I am?ôò  

 Reþect on what you have learned about Jesus in this study, and write your 
response to that question below.

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Close your time in prayer. Thank Him for being your Lord and Savior, and ask 
Him to help you become more intimately acquainted with Him.

Who is Jesus?                   27

SG - 8.indd   27 3/17/2006   4:02:10 PM



Chapter 5

New Life in Christ 
Eternity Starting Now
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new.  
– 2 Corinthians 5:17

When we come to Christ we receive everlasting life. But what is everlasting 
life? Does it begin when we die? Or is it ours from the moment we come to faith 
in Christ? The Bible teaches that everlasting life is more than just a future hope, 
it is a present reality—it is Christ’s life in us. As the Apostle Paul said, “it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in meò (Galatians 2:20).

When we are born again we enter into new life—old things have passed away 
and all things become new. How then is this new life revealed and manifested in 
our daily lives?

Part One:  God’s New Creation
1) Write 2 Corinthians 5:17 in your own words.

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

2) If you are in Christ, what does the Bible say that you are now? 

_________________________________________________________

3) According to this verse, what things are made new? 

_________________________________________________________
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4) Read Psalm 139:13-18
a)  According to verse 13, who created or formed you? 

    _______________________________________________________

b)  How and why were you created? 

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

From God’s perspective, your life was planned even before you were 
born. He is the One who created you, and He created you because He 
loves you. 

In verse 17 the psalmist says, “How precious are Your thoughts to 
me, O God!” God’s thoughts towards you are precious. Can you 
think of someone who stirs up those kinds of thoughts in your heart? 
Understand that the love God has for you is inýnitely more than you 
could ever hope to have for another. 

Part Two:  God’s Life In You
Throughout the New Testament phrases such as “in Him,” “in Christ,” or 
“through Christ” abound. That is because as a believer in Jesus Christ, you’ve 
been given a new position. Your life is now hidden “in” Christ.
  
1) Write out Colossians 3:3-4 below.

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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2) Fill in the blanks for the following verses. (Note, bold type added for 
emphasis.)  

       a)  Ephesians 1:3  
 

              Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
               _________________  us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
               places in Christ. 

b)  Ephesians 1:7 
 

In Him we have ___________________________  through His blood, 
the __________________ of sins, according to the riches of His grace.   

c)  Ephesians 1:6 
 

To the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us 
        ____________________ in the Beloved.   

d)  2 Corinthians 5:17 

       Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
       passed away; behold all things have become ______________.

e)  Ephesians 5:1 

Therefore be imitators of God as _________  ____________________.  

f)  Ephesians 2:13 

But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
___________   by the blood of Christ. 
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g)  Ephesians 2:7 

That in the ages to come He might show the ___________________
____________________  _____  _______  _____________  in His 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

h)  Ephesians 2:10 

For we are His _______________________, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them.  

3) Enter your answers (from questions a-h above) next to the corresponding 
letters in the acrostic below.

	   a)	 B  			 

	   b)	 R  			    and 				  

	   c)	 A  			 

	   d)	 N  			 

	   e)	 D  		     			 

	   f)	 N  			 

	   g)	 E  		            		            	       	       		  	

  h)	 W 			 

Each of the words in the acrostic above represents something about your new 
position in Christ. 
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Part Three:  Why Don’t I Feel Like a New Creation?
On the day you received Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:17 says that you became a new 
creation “in Christ.” The old has passed away and everything is new. However, 
if you are like most of us, you’re probably noticing that a lot of the old creation 
still exists. Bad habits still seem to have a hold of you, and a lot of times you 
don’t feel like a new creation at all. What you need to realize is that although 
your spirit was renewed on the day you received Christ, your physical body and 
all its tendencies remained the same. 

You are still you—what has changed is that you now have eternal life. 
Along with that you now have a new source of power, the Holy Spirit 
within, Who will enable you to override your old þeshly tendencies as 
you willingly yield your physical body to His inþuence. 

1) Write out 2 Corinthians 3:18 below

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

a) Whose image are we being transformed into?  
 
_____________________________________________________

b) How does this happen?  

_____________________________________________________

Some sinful tendencies are gone immediately when we receive Christ, but others 
seem to constantly resurface. Why? The answer to this question is different for 
each of us, but one thing is for sure—God is doing a work in your life. He’s 
making you more like Christ, and desiring to see you set free from every one of 
your sinful ways. 

Sometimes we resist the changes God wants to make in us. The Spirit of God 
longs to do a good work in each of our lives. The question is, will we let Him?

32                First Steps with Jesus

SG - 8.indd   32 3/17/2006   4:02:10 PM



2) Read Ephesians 4:22-24.

What are you told to put off, and to put on? List some practical ways you can 
do this in your life.

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

3) Read Romans 12:2. 

a) What are you told not to be conformed with? 

	 __________________________________________________
	
b) How can we prove the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God? 

__________________________________________________

4) Both of the previous Scriptures remind us that living the Christian life is a 
daily choice, and that the choices you make are a direct result of what’s on 
your mind. How can you renew your mind every day?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

5) Read 1 Peter 2:1-2. When you come to Christ, Peter says you’re like a 
newborn babe. What are you told to lay aside, and what are you told to desire? 
What will the Word of God do in your life?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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6) Read Ephesians 5:26. What else will the Word of God do in your life?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

As you read and meditate on God’s Word it has an effect on you. It 
changes you from the inside out.

7) What does Jesus say about the Word of God in John 17:17? 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

God’s Word is truth. The more time you spend in His Word, the more your 
thinking will be renewed. His truth will become a part of you and as a result 
your thoughts and actions will begin to change, and you will even start to 
feel different.
 

God has a program of character development for each one of us. He 
wants others to look at our lives and say ñHe walks with God, for he 
lives like Christ.ò  ï Erwin W. Lutzer�	

	
�  Lutzer, Erwin. Draper’s Book of Quotations from the Christian World. Edited by Edythe Draper, 
Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 1992, p. 28.
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Chapter 6

Relating to God 
Learning to Abide
If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, 
and it shall be done for you. 
– John 15:7	

You may be surprised to learn that God wants to have a relationship with you, 
but He does. He wants to be intimately involved in your life and not kept at a 
distance. But how do we cultivate a relationship with an invisible God? How do 
we get to know Him? 

In this study we will be focusing on three vital aspects of living in relationship 
to the Lord. They are: 

1) Abiding in Christ
2) Abiding in the Word
3) Abiding in prayer

To abide means to dwell or remain; to stay in a given place, state, relation, or 
expectancy. Abiding in Jesus, the Word, and prayer indicates a consistency in 
our relationship with God. 

Part One:  Abiding in Christ
In John 15, Jesus gives His disciples an example of what it means to have an 
abiding relationship with Him.

1) Write the ýrst part of John 15:7 below. 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

 
2) Read John 15:1-5 and answer the following questions.

a) Who is the true vine? (v 1) 
_________________________________________________________
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b) Who is the branch? (v5)  

     _________________________________________________________

c) When we accept the Word, what are we made? (v3) 
 

     _________________________________________________________

d) Can the branch bear fruit without the vine? (v4)  

     _________________________________________________________

e) Without the vine what can the branch produce? (v5)  

     _________________________________________________________

Jesus is saying that the vine is what provides nourishment to the 
branches. In turn, the branches produce the fruit. Spiritually speaking, 
our lives in Christ are similar. Jesus is the vine whose life nourishes the 
branches. We are the branches, and as we abide in the vine our lives 
will be fruitful and productive. However, only those branches that are 
actually attached to the vine produce any fruit. 

3) Write out 1 Corinthians 13:13 below.

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

4) One of the deýnitions we learned for abide was ñto stay,ò how does this 
    relate to 1 Corinthians 13:13? 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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We need to stay in the: 
¶ Faith that we had when we ýrst believed
¶ Hope that we have in Him
¶ Love that He has for us

Part Two:  Abiding in the Word
1) Write the second part of John 15:7 below 

_________________________________________________________

The second part of this verse is about Christ’s Word abiding in us. Jesus 
wants His spoken Word to abide in us. His Word changes the way we think, 
and that changes the way we act. 

Receiving the Word
2) Read James 1:21b and ýll in the missing word.

... and 			    with meekness the implanted word, which is 
able to save your souls.

3) What do you think the word ñreceiveò means in this Scripture?  

_________________________________________________________

4) How are we to receive the Word?  

_________________________________________________________

Doing the Word  
5) Read James 1:22 and ýll in the missing word. 

But be  	   	       of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves.

6) What do you think being a ñdoerò of the Word means?  

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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7) If someone constantly hears the Word of God, but is not doing what the Word 
    teaches, what does this passage say that person is doing? Why?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Continuing in the Word
8) Read James 1:25 and ýll in the missing words.

But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and 		              
in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will 
be 			    in what he does.

9) What do you think it means to continue in the Word of God? 

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

Part Three:  Abiding in Prayer
1) Write out the last part of John 15:7 below 

_________________________________________________________

2) If the ýrst two conditions of this verse are met, ñIf you abide in Me, and My 
words abide in you,” then what does Jesus say will be the result?

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
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3) If you are in Christ and His Word is in you, what kind of desires will 
     you have? 

	 _________________________________________________________

When your prayers are conformed to the Father’s will, then the things 
you desire will be the things that He desires. 

4) Read Romans 8:26-27. Sometimes, it’s hard to know what God’s will is in 
a given circumstance. What comfort does this passage offer for those times 
when it’s hard to know how to pray?  

_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

When you seek the Lord in prayer, the Holy Spirit will help you. God is so 
faithful to help us in everything, even our prayer life.  

	  
If ye abide. Yes, Lord, the power to pray and the power to 
prevail must depend on this abiding in You. As You are the Vine, 
You are the divine Intercessor, who breathes Your Spirit in us. 
Oh, for the grace to abide simply and wholly in You, and ask 
great things!4  – Andrew Murray

�  Murray, Andrew. The True Vine. Springdale, PA: Whitaker House, 1982, p. 33.
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Chapter 7

Relating to People 
Fellowship with Other Believers
And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the 
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 
– Acts 2:42
				  

						    
One of the greatest things about being a Christian is the fellowship that we now 
have with other believers. When we are born again we have been adopted into 
a new family. God is our Father, and all those who believe in Christ are our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. In this chapter we are going to be focusing on the 
rich beneýts of Christian fellowship and its importance in the body of Christ. 

Read the following Scriptures. With whom do Christians have fellowship?

a) 1 John 1:3  

_________________________________________________________

b) 2 Corinthians 13:14  

_________________________________________________________

c) 1 John 1:7  

_________________________________________________________
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